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low is one of fitness, suitableness, and for that chil-
dren have a keen sense and a ready adaptation.

LOVE APPROACHES

Many children know real companionship for
the first time when they start to school. They have
played with their toys, or with animals, or with
adults, their nurse or mother. A friend or com-
panion of their own age and size comes to them
with intoxicating joy. Yet for all of their delight
in each other, perhaps because of it, many chil-
dren block their own progress. They are shy, or
they are aggressive. Shyness one recognizes as con-
flict between "I want to" and "I'm afraid to." One
observes it in children who, too shy to speak above
a whisper in class, long to be given a part in "last
day" exercises when the whole school is present.
One may often determine the strength of desire
by the strength of retreat. Often shyness wears the
cloak of boldness, even cruelty. Every teacher
has among her newcomers some little biter or
scratcher or hair-puller or hugger who is the ter-
ror of all other children around him.

A shy newcomer whether retiring or bold must
be given time to find himself, not by being left
alone, but by being given an especial "big sister"